
Greenwood Forest
Baptist ChurchBaptist Church November 3, 2024



Welcome
We are so glad you’ve chosen to join us this week. Greenwood Forest Baptist Church is 
an inclusive community of faith, which means we welcome, affirm, and include all God’s 
people in their diversity of genders, sexual orientations, races, ethnicities, citizenship 
statuses, ages, abilities, and backgrounds. We are each beloved by God and we are happy 
to welcome you to our church exactly as you are. 

gfbccary.org greenwoodforestcary  @gfbccary

Reminders
Nursery care is available for infants and 
toddlers. There is also a glider in the back of 
the sanctuary if you need to rock your little 
ones. 

Hearing assistance devices are available 
at the back of the sanctuary along with a 
transcript of the sermon. 

Services are livestreamed and you may end 
up on camera. 

Gender-neutral, single-occupant bathrooms 
are located at the back of the sanctuary in 
the Narthex. 
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Nell Allen Tim Carr Jean Lamb Terry Mitchem

Jeff Parent Eva Puryear Paul Smith Etta Weatherman

All Saints Day 2024
We remember ...

All Saints Bulletin Art
"All Saints" (digital collage) by Rev. Wesley Spears-Newsome
A doorway moves aside giving way from this world to the next with golden flecks representing all the saints 
moving between these realms. What God has prepared in the new creation is already the experience of 
those we have lost in this time and place. The swirling movement of gold represents our journeys through 
life and death as we draw closer to God. 
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Announcements | Church Events and Updates

Go Vote!
November 5 is Election Day and your last 
chance to make your voice heard in the 2024 
general election. Unlike during early voting, you 
can only go to your precinct to vote on Election 
Day. To find your voting location, consult your 
voter registration card or look online at https://
vt.ncsbe.gov/pplkup. Remeber you must bring 
a photo-ID with you to vote. If you encounter 
trouble voting, call 888-OUR-VOTE (888-687-
8683). 

Of particular interest to our community is the Cary 
Housing Bond, which has the enthusiastic support 
of ONE Wake. If approved, the bond will provide 
$30 million for housing initiatives designed to 
support lower-income residents in Cary, including: 
creation of new affordable housing; preservation 
of existing affordable housing; funding for 
residents experiencing a financial hardship; and 
support for local non-profits.

Poinsettias
If you would like to purchase a poinsettia in 
memory or honor of a loved one, please fill 
out the form at gfbccary.org/poinsettias or call 
the church office. The cost is $15 each. You can 
pay online at gfbccary.org, with check or cash in 
the offering plate, or via mail to the church. The 
deadline is Wednesday, November 6.

Disability Theology
Our teaching series continues Sunday and runs 
through November 17. Rev. Amanda Warren and 
Kevin Schaeffer are teaching us about disability 
theology. Join us in the Fellowship Hall at 9:45am!

Rev. Spears-Newsome 
is back! 
Rev. Wesley Spears-Newsome is back from 
sabbatical. When you see Wes, say "welcome 
back!"

Welcome Cameron Aiken!
We are thrilled to have Cameron Aiken on 
board as our Choir Director leading our 
singing in worship. Cameron has a Bachelor's 
degree in Vocal Performance from University 
of South Carolina, a Master's Degree in Vocal 
Performance from Rice University, a Master's 
in Music Education from Hunter College, and 
a Doctorate in Physical Therapy from Winston 
Salem State University. He has significant 
experience singing professionally, conducting 
church and community choirs, and teaching 
music in public schools. Cameron is starting 
immediately and will be in worship this Sunday. 
Give him a warm Greenwood Forest welcome 
when you meet him! 

Love Feast and Christmas 
Decorating (Nov. 24)
Mark your calendars for after worship on 
November 24! We'll be eating lunch together 
in a Souper Love Feast (bring a soup to share!) 
and then you can either (1) make an Advent 
wreath  with the Children's Ministry or (2) help 
adorn the Sanctuary for Advent and Christmas. 
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Community Notes | Prayer Requests and Giving

Prayer
Please keep in prayer these members of our community 
and their friends and family. To add a name to the 
prayer list, please contact the church office. Names 
rotate off and can be re-added upon request.

Gilles Bikindou
Jo Brooks
Edwina Erwin
Barney Graham
Doris Martin
Jennie Pegram
Fred Seeger
Kathleen Wicker
Our siblings in Western North Carolina
Our partners at Ebenezer Baptist in Cuba

Giving
All of the ministries of Greenwood Forest Baptist 
Church are supported by members of our 
community like you. Thank you! Supporting us is 
easy. You can:

•	 Give online at gfbccary.org/give
•	 Place your gift in the offering plate 

before or after worship. 
•	 Set up an automated bank draft 

through the church office. 
•	 Set up a recurring gift through your 

bank’s “bill pay” function.

A monthly finance update is available in the 
weekly church email. If you’re not receiving 
our weekly email and would like to, please 
contact the church office. 

Monthly Ministry Highlight: Ecology 
Our ecology team has been hard at work this church year considering ways to better 
our relationship with God's creation. You may have noticed composting employed at the 
recent Fall Festival, which dramatically cut our landfill waste for that event! Keep an eye 
out for ways this new team has for us to be better companions to the earth and if you're 
interested in joining the ecology subcommittee, reach out to Betsy Sisely. 
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Chiming of the Hour
Prelude
Welcome to Worship | Rev. Lauren Efird

Leader: The Lord be with you!
People: And also with you!

Passing of the Peace
Call to Worship (Psalm 24)

The earth is the Lord's and all that is in it,
The world, and those who live in it;
For God has founded it on the seas,
And established it on the rivers.
Who shall ascend the hill of the LORD?
And who shall stand in God’s holy place?
Those who have clean hands and pure hearts,
Who do not lift up their souls to what is false.
They will receive blessing from the LORD,
And vindication from the God of their salvation.
Such is the company of those who seek the Lord,
Who seek the face of the God of Jacob.
Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
That the King of glory may come in.
Who is the King of glory?
The LORD, strong and mighty, the LORD, mighty in battle.
Lift up your heads, O gates! and be lifted up, O ancient doors!
That the King of glory may come in.
Who is this King of glory?
The LORD of hosts is the King of glory.

Invocation | Nathan Bullock

Hymn | For All the Saints (pg. 7; vv. 1, 3, 5) 

Offertory Prayer | Nathan Bullock

Today’s color is white, 
representing the glory of God 

and the resurrection of the dead. 

The Passing of the Peace

The passing of the peace is 
a symbolic enactment of the 

reconciling love and mercy of 
God in our midst, expressed 

through a peace sign, a 
handshake, a wave, conversation, 

etc. We hope you will take 
the time to greet and speak 

with those around you or with 
someone you haven't met!

Prayer in Worship

We use many kinds of prayers 
in worship. The Call to Worship 
is a communal prayer using call 

and response. The Invocation 
is a single individual inviting (or 
invoking) God into our worship 

this morning. The Prayers of 
the People uses intercessory 

prayer to ask God to come to 
the world’s aid. The benediction 

is a blessing offered over those 
gathered in worship.

Order of Worship | All Saints Sunday
This icon indicates an invitation to stand or express reverence however 
you see fit.

This icon indicates a worship aid is available in the righthand column.

Hymns and song lyrics are available in the songbook following the 
Order of Worship. 
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Offertory
Doxology | Tune: OLD HUNDREDTH

Transcendent God, we bless your name
Incarnate Christ, the risen one
The Spirit with us, Immanent
The Source, the Word, the Breath of life. Amen.

The Prayers of the People | Rev. Wesley Spears-Newsome
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer. 

The Lord’s Prayer
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us 
our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against 
us. Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the 
glory, forever.  Amen.

Hymn | Love Divine, All Loves Excelling (pg. 8)

Reading | Ephesians 1:11-23 | Rev. Spears-Newsome
The word of God for us, the people of God.
Thanks be to God.

Anthem | O Love (pg. 10)

Sermon  | Wisdom of the Saints | Rev. Efird

Hymn | It Is Well With My Soul (pg. 9)

Benediction | Rev. Efird

Postlude

The Offertory

During the offertory music, we 
pass plates across the pews as 

a way to make our collective 
offering to God and the 

wellbeing of this community. A 
short doxology follows as we 

offer our gifts. 

The Prayers of the People

This prayer typically has five 
parts: a confession, prayers for 

the earth, prayers for the world, 
prayers for the church, and 

prayers for those with needs in 
our own community.

Final Hymn: An Invitation

During the final hymn, if you’d 
like to join our community 

at Greenwood Forest Baptist 
Church, we invite you to come 

forward to the altar. When you 
come forward, you’ll be greeted 
by a minister and a deacon who 

will then introduce you to the 
congregation after the hymn. 

Welcome!
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O Love that will not let me go,
 I rest my weary soul in thee;
 I give thee back the life I owe,
 That in thy ocean depths its flow
 May richer, fuller be.
​
O Joy that seeks me through pain,
 I cannot close my heart to thee;
 I trace the rainbow through the rain,
 And feel the promise is not vain,
 That morn shall tearless be.

Anthem O Love
Elaine Hagenberg



Reprinted hymns come from Celebrating Grace, Glory to God, or the The African American Heritage Hymnal 
unless otherwise noted. Copyrighted music use covered by CCLI License #1243530, OneLicense #A-721397.

Connect
110 SE Maynard Road Cary, NC 27511
919-467-0481
info@gfbccary.org

gfbccary.org
@gfbccary
@greenwoodforestcary

Leadership
Rev. Lauren Efird, Senior Pastor
lauren.efird@gfbccary.org
Rev. Wesley Spears-Newsome, Associate Pastor
wesley.spears-newsome@gfbccary.org
Rev. Dr. Stephen Stacks, Director of Liturgy & Formation
stephen.stacks@gfbccary.org
Helen Bishop, Organist
Cameron Aiken, Choir Director


