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Welcome to Greenwood Forest! 

We are so glad you’ve chosen to join us 
this week. Greenwood Forest Baptist 
Church is an inclusive community of 
faith, which means we welcome, affirm, 
and include all God’s people in their 
diversity of genders, sexual orientations, 
races, ethnicities, ages, abilities, and 
backgrounds. We are each beloved by 
God and we are happy to welcome you 
to our church this morning exactly as 
you are.  

 

 

<— Scan to give online! 
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Order of Worship 
Easter Sunday 

Prelude                              Christ the Lord is Risen Today arr. Lloyd Larson 

Chiming of the Hour 

Gathering Hymn (1, 3, & 4)  Christ the Lord is Risen Today 
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Welcome to Worship                 Rev. Lauren Efird 

Leader: Christ is risen! 
People: He is risen, indeed!  

Passing of the Peace 

Call to Worship (Psalm 118)  Luke Perrin 

Leader: This is the good news—the grave is empty; Christ is risen! 
People: Hallelujah! 
Leader: This is the good news—the light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness can never put it out. 
People: Hallelujah! 
Leader: This is the good news—once we were no people; now we are God's 
people. 
People: Hallelujah! 
Leader: Christ is our peace—the indestructible peace we now share with 
each other. 
People: Hallelujah!  

Invocation  Luke Perrin 

Anthem          Who Will Roll Away the Stone? Ordinary Time 

Early in the morning,  
The sun already risen  

Three women came bearing spices  
The Lord's body to anoint. 

Standing outside the tomb,  
They asked each other saying  
“Who will roll away the stone?”  

 
Looking up they realized  

The stone had been removed. 
And to their amazement 

A young man sat before them. 

“Do not be amazed,” he said,  
“For Jesus the Nazarene  

He who has been crucified,  
Here you will not find. 

He has risen from the grave.”  
(Early on the first day)  

 
You'll find him on the road, 
You'll find him at your table. 

 
“He has risen from the dead.”  

(Early on the first day)  
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Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer Rev. Wesley Spears-Newsome 

We affirm each prayer with the following response: 

Leader: Lord, in your mercy. 
People: Hear our prayer.  

We conclude the Prayers of the People with the Lord’s Prayer:  

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen.  

Scripture Reading Mark 16:1-8 Luke Perrin 

We affirm the reading of Scripture with the following response: 

Reader: The word of God for us, the people of God.  
People: Thanks be to God.  

Homily  Rev. Efird 

Hymn (1 & 3)  The Day of Resurrection 
 (see page 5) 
Benediction  Rev. Efird 

Postlude “Hallelujah” from Messiah Handel 

*** 

Today's hymns come from Celebrating Grace  
(Celebrating Grace, Inc.). Copyrighted music use is covered by CCLI License #1243530 

and OneLicense #A-721397. 
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Pray 

Prayer List* 

Emma Aeppli 
Beverly Allen 
Jim Allen 
Nell Allen 
Peter Barboriak 

(Valerie Brooks’ friend) 
Gilles Bikindou 
Bill Bishop 
The Davis Family 
 (friends of Susan Beck) 

James Mark Frazier 
(Sue Hughes’ brother) 

Autumn Hardison 
Annette King 
Brownie McLeod 
Marian McGill 

(Leta Huntsinger’s aunt) 
Janet Merriman 

(Roz Slawson’s friend) 
Sylvia Morgan 

Sara McMillan Perkinson 
(Leon and Sue 
Perkinson’s daughter-in
-law) 

Alice Price 
Alison Zieglmeier 
Our partner church,  

Ebenezer Baptist, 
Cuba 

Prayer for this Week  

Pray this week for the resurrection of 
Jesus to transform your life! A prayer 
you can use:  

Risen Lord, your resurrection was your 
unwillingness to abandon our world. 
And the good news is not that we die 
and go home with you, but that you 
have risen and come home with us. Go 
with us this week that we may be 
witnesses to your resurrection and the 
new life it makes possible now and 
forever more. Amen.   

Adapted from the words of Clarence 
Jordan, co-founder of Koinonia Farm 

*To add a name to the prayer list, please contact the church office. Names rotate off and can be 
re-added upon request.  

Note of Thanks 

Thanks to the many people in our 
church family for your prayers, phone 
calls, and cards sent to me. You have 
honored Barry and surrounded me 
with love and peace. I love GFBC and 
hope to see you soon—maybe on 
Easter morning on the lawn.    

~ Bess Averre  



7 | an inclusive community of faith 

 

As COVID-19 numbers improve in North 
Carolina and many of our congregants get 
vaccinated, we are excited to begin planning 
for a safe return to in-person congregational 
activities. We have erred on the safe side 
during the pandemic, and will continue to be 
cautious; however, based on the available 
science, and the safeguards we will keep in 
place, we are confident that some in-person 
operations can be resumed safely in the 
coming weeks. We, of course, will reverse 

course if the situation changes, so plans are subject to alterations.  

For the first two months of our Return to Church plan, worship will be the only 
churchwide in-person activity on campus. This is to ensure that we are limiting 
the amount of contact as we get our feet wet while still prioritizing our most 
important gathering as a community.  

For the month of April, we will meet each week for worship outside on the lawn 
(if weather prevents an outside gathering, we will cancel in-person worship and 
move to live-stream only for that week). Worship on the lawn will have the same 
COVID-19 precautions as it did when we held a service in the fall (masking, 
distancing, stay home if you have had symptoms, bring your own chair if you are 
able).  

Assuming that the COVID-19 numbers are not worsening after those four weeks 
of outdoor worship, we will hold in-person worship in the Sanctuary beginning 
on May 2. These indoor worship gatherings will be modified and have 
precautions in place to ensure everyone’s safety.  

We are excited to begin gathering as a community again soon. To review the 
updated COVID-19 policides and procedures as well as download the full 
Return to the Church Plan, please visit gfbccary.org/covid-19.  

Return to Church Plan 
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In the midst of the 
pandemic, there is 
something simple that we 
can all do for the church 
that will make a huge 
difference: set up online 
giving. Every Sunday that 
we are not at church, we 
experience a decline in 
giving. Even though we 
are not physically 
together, the church still 
has to pay its bills, our 
wonderful staff, and 
make sure that our 
church is prepared to 
help the most 
vulnerable—especially 
during this pandemic. 

Ways to Tithe 

1. Set up an automatic payment through your bank using the “Bill Pay” function. 
This results in your bank mailing a check to the church weekly or monthly. 

2. Give online through the church website. Simply go to gfbccary.org/give to 
access the online giving module.   

3. Set up an automated bank draft by filling out the form on the next page of this 
bulletin, attaching a voided check, and mailing it to the church office at 
Greenwood Forest Baptist Church, 110 SE Maynard Road, Cary, NC 27511. 

Give 

February 2021 Finance Update 

 Feb. 2021 Year-to-Date 

Congregational Giving $52,002 $333,256 

Congregational Giving  
Target $53,624 $366,444 

Congregational  
Giving Under/Over 

($1,622) ($33,188) 

Other Receipts $390 $12,640 

Total Giving and Receipts $52,392 $345,896 

Total Disbursements $63,957 $362,834 

Under/Over  
Receipts vs.  
Disbursements 

($11,565) ($16,938) 

Together We Build Giving $3,393 $80,328 

Updated when the previous month’s books have closed. 






