


Welcome to Greenwood Forest! 

We are so glad you’ve chosen to join us this week. GFBC is an inclusive community of faith, 
which means we welcome, affirm, and include all God’s people in their diversity of genders, 
sexual orientations, races, ethnicities, ages, abilities, and backgrounds. We are each beloved 
by God and we are happy to welcome you to our church this morning exactly as you are.  

We would love to get to know you and for you to get to know us better. Follow us on social 
media or visit gfbccary.org to learn more.  

 

Welcome to worship!  
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Prelude Grace Greater than our Sin arr. Paul Ferrin
  
Chiming of the Hour 
 
♦ Gathering Hymn   Come Away from Rush and Hurry 
 



Welcome to Worship  Rev. Lauren Efird 
 
Leader: The Lord be with you. 
People: And also with you. 
 

♦ Passing of the Peace  Rev. Efird 
 
Call to Worship  Rev. Wesley Spears-Newsome 
 
Leader: The heavens are telling the glory of God! 
People: The firmament proclaims God’s handiwork! 
Leader: Day to day pours forth speech, 
People: And night to night declares knowledge. 
Leader: They do not speak or use words. 
People: Their voice is not heard, yet it goes throughout the earth. 
Leader: In the heavens, God has set a tent for the sun. 
People: It comes out like a bridegroom from his wedding canopy, 
Leader: And like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
People: Its rising is from the end of the heavens. 
Leader: Nothing is hid from its heat. 
People: Praise the Lord! 
Leader: The law of the LORD is perfect, reviving the soul; 
People: The decrees of the LORD are sure, making wise the simple; 
Leader: The precepts of the LORD are right, rejoicing the heart; 
People: The commandment of the LORD is clear, enlightening the eyes; 
Leader: The fear of the LORD is pure, enduring forever; 
People: The ordinances of the LORD are true and righteous altogether. 
Leader: More to be desired are they than gold, even much fine gold; 
People: Sweeter also than honey, and drippings of the honeycomb. 
Leader: Moreover by them is your servant warned; 
People: In keeping them there is great reward. 
Leader: But who can detect their errors? 
People: Clear me from hidden faults. 
Leader: Keep back your servant also from the insolent; 
People: Do not let them have dominion over me. 
Leader: Then I shall be blameless, 
People: And innocent of great transgression. 
Leader: Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart 
People: Be acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock and my redeemer. 
  
Invocation  Rev. Spears-Newsome 



♦ Hymn  Spirit, Spirit of Gentleness 

  (continued next page) 



Offertory Prayer   

♦ Presentation of the Offering  OLD 100TH 
As our offering is presented back to God, we will sing the following doxology: 

Transcendent God, we bless your name, 
Incarnate Christ, the risen one, 
The Spirit with us, Immanent, 

The Source, the Word, the Breath of Life! Amen.  



Prayers of the People and the Lord’s Prayer  Luke Perrin 

We affirm each prayer with the following response: 
Leader: Lord, in your mercy. 
People: Hear our prayer.  

We conclude the Prayers of the People with the Lord’s Prayer: 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  
Thy kingdom come, thy will be done 

on earth as it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread, 

and forgive us our trespasses 
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. 

Amen.  

 

Scripture Reading Exodus 20:1-20 Rev. Dr. Stephen Stacks 

We affirm the reading of Scripture with the following response: 

Reader: The word of God for us, the people of God.  
People: Thanks be to God.  
 
Anthem Lead Me, Lord S. S. Wesley 
 

Lead me, Lord. 
Lead me in thy righteousness. 

Make thy way plain before my face. 
For it is thou, Lord, thou and thou only 

Who makest me dwell in safety. 
 

Sermon Community Rules Rev. Efird 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



♦ Hymn   I Heard the Voice of Jesus Say 



♦ Benediction  Rev. Efird 
 
♦ Postlude Send the Light arr. Mary McDonald 
 
 *** 
 

Today's hymns come from Celebrating Grace (Celebrating Grace Inc.) and Glory to God (Presbyterian 
Publishing). Copyrighted music use is covered by CCLI License #1243530 and OneLicense #A-721397. 

 
Focus on Community 
Prayer Concerns 

 

 

 

 

 

Jim Allen 
Nell Allen 
Audrey Baldwin 

(Sandy Duncan’s mother) 
Peter Barboriak 

(Valerie Brooks’ friend) 
Gilles Bikindou 
Kitty Blanton 
Ashley, Keith, and Valerie 

Brooks 
Marjorie Floyd 
 

James Mark Frazier 
(Sue Hughes’ brother) 

Joe Malone  
(Virgil and Gail Jones’ 
friend) 

Janet Merriman 
(Roz Slawson’s friend) 

Sylvia Morgan 
Randy Palmer 
Frances Parker 

(Felice Parent’s mother) 
 

Sara McMillan Perkinson 
(Leon and Sue Perkinson’s 
daughter-in-law) 

Miriam Rodriguez 
(Roz Slawson’s sister) 

Fred Seeger 
Alexander Soyars 
Alison Zieglmeier 
 
Our partner church, 
Ebenezer Baptist, Cuba 



Announcements and Updates 

 
Town Hall Conversation and Business Meeting | October 25 

Join us for a Town Hall conversation via Zoom at 6pm on Sunday, October 25. At the Town Hall, we 
will explore how repurposing our property can help us embrace our church’s vision for the future. A 
small group of congregants has been researching this topic and will present their findings as well as 
guide us through this conversation. After the Town Hall, we will move into a Business Meeting, 
where we will vote on next steps to aid us in a discernment process. We will also conduct a few 
normal business items.  
 
Save the Date: Drive-By Reception for Sandy Duncan | November 8 

Sandy Duncan, is retiring as the director from Greenwood Forest Children’s Center. She has been 
beloved by the GFCC community for 34 years, the last 18.5 years as director. Sandy’s commitment to 
the GFCC has made it what it is, and so many are grateful for her long and dedicated career. She has 
established a wonderful reputation for GFCC and placed it on firm ground for our future. Both 
Greenwood Forest Baptist Church and Greenwood Forest Children's Center want to make sure there 
is an opportunity to extend congratulations to Sandy and thank her for her service. Please plan to 
join us for a Drive-By Reception on Sunday, November 8 from 2-4pm. 
 
Faith Formation via Zoom 
As we continue to practice social distancing, many our Faith Formation classes are meeting via 
Zoom. Special Studies meets Mondays at 2pm, Crossroads on Sundays at 9:30am, Generations every 
other Thursday at 6:30pm, and Agape at various times on Sundays. The Kindergarten through Fifth 
Grade Faith Formation Class meets twice a month. Contact your Faith Formation leadership for 
more details.   

 
Backpack Buddies Update 
This summer the Backpack Buddy program has served our Cary neighbors in conjunction with food 
distribution at the Kirk of Kildaire. This year, we will be using the Backpack Buddy bags this fall to 
provide supplemental weekend food for the homeless children. We will be packing 120 bags each 
week for delivery to the families on Fridays. Greenwood Forest will be responsible for packing bags, 
and the Kirk will be responsible for delivering the bags. If your family would like to volunteer to 
pack bags, or if you have double-bagged plastic grocery bags to donate, please contact Karen 
Upchurch at kaupchurch@gmail.com. 
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